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HOLY BAPTISM 
 

Happy New Year of 2021!  2020 is now in the rear-view mirror of 
life.  2021, more than any other year in my lifetime, is truly looked at 
as a unique year of new beginnings.  We hope and pray that the pan-
demic will quickly dissipate, never to return in this new year or any 
other future year!  The greatest of all new beginnings was when Jesus 
rose from the grave on that first Easter morning!  Death no longer 
had its hold on Jesus AND anyone connected to him.  The faith in 
Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior that the Holy Spirit works in our 
lives through God’s Word and the water of Baptism is OUR CON-
NECTION TO JESUS.  Through water and the Word, we are truly 
born again, born anew, born from above!   
 

In celebration of this great gift of God to us of Baptism, let us use 2021 to learn more about it and its 
positive impact in our lives.  Toward that end, we are requesting that you submit your baptism date (if 
you know it) and any story/stories that you know of, either indirectly as an infant or directly experi-
enced as an adult.  Our plan is to list and celebrate those dates as we do your birthday.  For we believe 
that through the Word of God and Baptism we have been given SPIRITUAL LIFE in addition to the 
physical life we received on the day of our birth.   
 
We will learn what Baptism is not (magic) and what it is (a means of God’s grace to be received and 
remembered).   
 
My story:  On my way north from Klamath Falls, Oregon to Bellevue, Washington in the summer of 
1978 to be married, I stopped in at St. John Lutheran Church in Salem, Oregon.  I sought to find out 
from the church records when I was baptized!  My parents could not locate any records.  In the church 
office, I was able to meet the pastor, who had just accepted a Call to Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
MO.  He would be my professor in a little over a month later!  He was the pastor who signed the  
baptismal certificate verifying that I was baptized on January 16, 1955.   
 
The above picture was snapped by my wife Cindy.  It was taken on July 10, 2016 at St. Philip Luther-
an Church in Dublin, CA.  I was able to baptize my first grandchild, Judah Kenai Chhom.  Notice how 
Cindy captured the water in mid-stream!  What a beautiful picture of God’s overflowing mercy and 
grace into our lives!  
   

Pastor David        

January 2021 



 

2 

CAN YOU DISCERN THE THEME THIS MONTH? 
HOW MUCH OF A HINT DO YOU NEED? 

 
Do you ever feel like there are more questions than answers in the world? 
Is it possible that contributors to this month’s newsletter all pose ques-
tions to us?  Will they provide answers?  Have you figured out the theme 
yet? Is Dielda the editor of this newsletter? 

WHAT’S THE CALL TEAM GOING TO REPORT THIS MONTH? 
And Which Call Team Member Submitted it? 

 
Whom has God called to serve Him at Bethlehem Lutheran Church?  Will 
he be one of the eight pastoral candidates from the District’s list who said 
they would be available for a call?  Eight, did you catch that?  Is that a 
WOW!  Or maybe a, “Thank God!”? 

Haven’t we prayed for God’s called servant to help lead Bethlehem in its 
ministry?  And isn’t it true that He answers prayers in His own time and in 
His own way?  Is this the time?  Have we been patient? 

Do you remember, in 2019, that the Call Team evaluated information on 
four pastors, interviewed them and shared findings with you before having 
a divine call service?  Would it be reasonable to expect a similar process 
this year, but with a successful call? 

Could we all pray for the Holy Spirit to counsel us and the pastoral candi-
dates to discern God’s plan for Bethlehem and our next pastor? 

DO YOU KNOW WHO YOUR ELDER IS? 
 

Because we are moving from 6 elders to 5 this year, a few people will have a 
new elder in 2021.  New calling trees will be distributed in early January. 

WERE YOU BAPTIZED?  
 

All this year we are focusing on baptisms.  Submit your baptism 
date and details, and they will be shared in a future newsletter.  

Pastor Blair wrote about his January baptism (see the front page). Other 
January baptism stories can be found on page 10. Bonus points if you 
have a photo!  Contact Dielda Kuhlmann        Dielda@comcast.net 
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 HAPPY ANNIVERSARY   No known anniversaries this month 

JANUARY We wish you continued happiness 
and  God’s blessings!                   

Jessica Rogers    January 13 
Nancy Rogers     January 17 
Joel Jackman      January 18 
David Willett      January 18 
Hana McNeal     January 19 

Art Wolf     January 19 
Bob Murphy   January 24 
Gene Kahn     January 25 
Pat Mortrud     January 28 

IS THERE NEWS FROM OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS? 
 

Elden Fischer writes, “Thank you for all the prayers and cards.” 
 
Jenny Iles in Surprise, Arizona shares, “Many people in my Senior Home 
have COVID-19 so we are all in quarantine. I am negative for it.  My 
daughter and family will come to my window  and wave at me and leave a 
present at our office desk.   My prayer is that every one stays safe from 
the Virus.  Merry  Christmas and Blessed New year. In the love of  Christ.”               
 
Bev West says, “Thank you for remembering 
me with all the great cards and prayers. You’re 
in my thoughts and prayers.” 
 
Betty Cowan’s daughter reports that Betty was 
able to Zoom with her family on Christmas Eve.   
 
Fred & Ruth Schroeder spent Christmas alone 
together which is quite different than their usual 
big family crowd.  Someone recently tested posi-
tive at their facility so meals are served in their 
rooms now and no guests are permitted. 
 
Sabine Muller  has been in and out of major 
lockdowns at her care facility this year.  She 
does have a cell phone if you want to call and 
say hello!  Sabine says, “A new year is coming. 
It has to get better!” 

Pastor Blair was able to 
capture a smiling Virginia 
Preston on a recent visit. 
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We pray for God’s ongoing mercy to all.  In  
particular, we pray for: 
 

Those living & working in our Bethesda home 
David, Cindy & Rachel Blair 
Tracy Brown 
Harold Carlson 
Frank & Betty Downing 
Marcy Hall  
Mardelle Hammond      
Gary & Kay Hanno   
Carolyn Hough     Jeanne-K Hughes    
Emma Humphrey     Jenny Iles     
Joel & Karen Jackman     Donna Kahn     
Glen Koppelman     Pete & Hannelore Maas  
Debbie Porter Mason    Bob Pankow    
Juanita Reynolds     Ruth Schroeder   
Jerry Schuh       
 
Karen Begalka’s brother Mark 
Jim Buechler’s sister JoAnn 
Sharon Buechler’s brother James 
Teresa Feltmann’s sister Connie & family in Malden, Washington 
Jesse Hack’s dad Don 
Mardelle Hammond’s sister-in-law Barbara 
Jeanne-K Hughes’ sister Denice, son David, aunt Ruth, niece Paula 
LuAnne Humphrey’s brother James & family, sister Shari, friends Debbie & Chris, 
David B, Duane.  
Gary & Joanne Jordanger’s friend Joel 
Dielda Kuhlmann’s sister Brenda 
Pete & Hannelore Maas’ friend Bill 
Ron Muller’s relative Shirley, sister Inge  
Hannelore Payne’s stepdaughter Becky,  relatives June & Johanna and Susanna,  
friend Marge, son Patrick, brother Frank 
Linda Sheets’ daughter Corrie 
Dick & Ellen Taylor’s grandchildren Landon & Caroline, his cousins Bill & Eileen 
Carolyn Troseth’s sister Viola, sister-in-law Viona, friend Anita, daughter-in-law Sharon 
Carolyn Warn’s great granddaughter Masyn  
Kathy Zable’s aunt’s caregiver Carol, daughter Margo 
 

We pray for the health and safe return home of our members and relatives serving our coun-
try in the military: Austin Kahn (Air Force), Garrett Kahn (Air Force). 
 

We pray for peace, love, safety, and comfort to our members who can’t attend church ser-
vices: Pat Boydston, Wanda Brooks, Betty Cowan,  Gretchen Engum, Elden Fischer, 
Jenny Iles, Evelyn Lundstrom-Weiss, Gerhard & Sabine Muller, Virginia Preston, Bud 
Reynolds, Fred Schroeder, Jean Shaw, Carolyn Warns, and David Willett.   
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WE LOST A FRIEND 
 
Kathleen (Sturm) Zable went to her  heavenly 
home on December 22, 2020.  She died of 
complications due to  COVID-19.  Kathy was 
77 years old. 
 
Kathy always had a joy-filled smile and was  
willing to help wherever she was needed.  She 
was our pre-school teaching assistance for 12 
years.  She was very active in our LWML Mary
-Martha Society and in the kitchen at every 
Vacation Bible School.   
 
We remember her as a collector of pigs! We 
remember when she & Gale went through 
cancer treatments together in 1998.  
We remember how she would reliably  
perform whatever task was asked of her.  
We remember her involvement in setting  
up for potlucks and participating in most of our  social events. 
We remember her as a true Christian sister. 
 
She married Gale Zable on September 8, 1962.  He passed away on 
June 7, 2004. Their son, James, predeceased her in 2006.  Her 
brother, Leslie, died in 2016.  Kathy is survived by children Margo, 
John (Kirsten), and Kim (Marc); daughter-in-law Colleen; grand-
children Eric (Lisa), Brian (Ashley), Joey (Laura), Mandi (Billy), 
Sarah, Abigale, and Megan; and great grandchildren Wyatt, 
Brooks, Liam, Braelynn, Jaxson, and Payson. 
 
Margo & Kim were physically with Kathy when she passed on 
Tuesday. John was on video with them.  They anointed her hands 
and feet with spikenard oil which Mary used on Jesus’ feet.  When 
the ventilator was removed, each daughter held a hand as Kathy’s 
favorite song, “In the Garden” was played.   She went very peace-
fully.  
 
We were blessed to have her in our church family.  
 
Kathy’s family thanks everyone for their thoughts and prayers. A 
memorial service is put on hold until we can safely be together.    
 

KATHY ZABLE 
April 25, 1943 

— 
December 22, 2020 
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RAVE for new word this year: 
VAXICATION   

 

Definition is:  
Vacation a person expects to 
take after the pandemic.  

 

CAN WE GET AN AMEN? 
 

The raves and thank you’s are pouring in! 

Rave and thank you to 
Joni Stockamp, Hannelore 
Payne, Kathy Zable, Margo 
Passeau, Dielda & Don 
Kuhlmann, Curtis Holcomb, 
Pete Maas, and all the  
ladies on Zoom for making 
the Ladies’ Christmas party 
fun.  

Rave for James Hing & his Cheer Concert 
the evening before Christmas Eve!!!  
Toe-tapping, head-bopping, sing-along fun 
and inspiration. 

Rave for the Bulletin Delivery Team. Every week during our closure, there 
has been a faithful team of helpers who hand deliver the bulletin and ser-
mon to attendees who don’t have email.   

THANKS 
TO YOU,  

all gifts 
were  

purchased! 
3 families 

felt your 
love! 

We received this Thank You note from Vision House: 

Thank you from our Bethesda Home for all the Christmas gifts we gave to their resi-
dents, and items for their kitchen, and the huge amount of Christmas goodies and 
snacks.  It was more than they had imagined.  They wished us all a Merry Christmas 
and a blessed new year. 
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Rave and thanks for the Poinsettia 
Delivery Team of elders and Friendly 
Visitors who brightened the lives of our 
members who are in care facilities or 
homebound. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear God, 
 

I am thankful for so much this 
Christmas; 

 
For James and his cohosts Don and 

Joel for zooming all the church  
services so smoothly for the last  

9 months, 
 

For the Special Christmas musical 
program that James hosted; it was 

joyful, beautiful and uplifting, 
 

For Dielda and Don for hosting the 
LWML Christmas party, and to  

everyone involved in planning the 
program.  It was delightful! 

 
For Joni, Teresa, Dielda and Marjie 
for putting together the beautiful 
Christmas card that was sent to 

everyone, 
 

For giving us the technology and 
minds to be able to keep in touch 
with one another in a special way, 

 
For my entire Bethlehem family for 
keeping me in their love and care, 

 
And last but not least, for sending 

us Jesus, the reason for the season. 
 

Amen, 
Linda Sheets 

Rave for the Christmas Commit-
tee who decorated the outside of 
the building with lights, wreaths 
and the Nativity Scene.   

Thanks to everyone who submits 
newsletter articles and photographs to 
make the Bethlehem Star more inter-
esting.  And thanks for the proofread-
ers who are kept busy! 

Standing ovation for James 
Hing as we celebrate his 15th 
year as our organist, choir direc-
tor, and now Zoom master. 
Here’s hoping he’s with us for 
another 15 years! 

Merry Xmas and Happy New Year 
to one and all. Gary and I are so 
very thankful this holiday season 
for all the support and love from 
all at Bethlehem. We have had a 
rough few years but things are 
looking up and will continue to  
improve with Jesus on our side.  
 
Again thanks to one and all. 
—Gary and Kaye Hanno 

Thank you to our elder team for 
stepping in when Pastor Blair was 
ill and unable to lead the worship 
service. Our elders are awesome! 
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How Was Your Year? 
 

I don’t know about you, but one of the Christmas cards we received this year said, 
“Good Riddance to 2020”.  To say that this year has been challenging is an understate-
ment, and while this certainly wasn’t the Christmas we expected, we can be joyful for 
the reason we celebrate – Jesus’ birth!  Challenges are often associated with bad  
news, and we’ve certainly had our share of bad news.  In addition to the pandemic and 
the associated lockdowns, we’ve had a “flood” in our building, and most recently,  
we’ve experienced a disruption in our internet and email service.  And now we hear  
that some of the members of our church family are facing health challenges associated 
with COVID-19.  We may be tempted to ask, “Why is this happening?” 
 
But there is also good news.  The good news includes our ability to offer virtual worship 
opportunities to those who would not otherwise be able to participate in our weekly  
services.  Our members have remained faithful in their weekly offerings.  Although our 
offerings still lag our budget, our financial situation has improved as a result of our 
Paycheck Protection Program loan being forgiven.  We’ve also received a payment 
from our insurance company to cover damage done by the “flood”.  A number of us  
participated in a workshop supported by the Pastoral Leadership Institute which high-
lighted opportunities for sharing God’s good news with others.  Also, about 27 of us 
completed the Congregational Life Cycle Study.  We’ve also been able to maintain our 
communication using the monthly newsletter and periodic emails.  And, we have  
received a new Pastoral Call List from the Northwest District Office.  I’m thankful for all 
who have helped enable the good news.  
  
Challenges also present opportunities.  During 2021 we will have the opportunity to put 
what we learned during the Congregational Life Cycle Study into practice.  The first  
way we will do this is to communicate what those of us who participated in the study 
learned to those who did not.  One of the key learnings was to consider the question, 
“What Do We Want to Be Known For?”  The Call Team will also need to work to make  
a recommendation for calling a new shepherd.  God willing, we will also have the  
opportunity to reopen for in-person worship.  I pray that you will consider helping if 
asked to fulfill these opportunities.  Your support is critical and I will be looking forward 
to hearing from you as we move forward.   
 
Although our current situation is challenging, we can take comfort in knowing that God 
is in control.  He has given each of us work to do and promised to give us the ability to 
do His work.  We each need to ask, “What is the work You have planned for me?”   
It is important that we stay connected during this period; connected with each other  
and with God.     
 
In the meantime, I’d like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year. 
 
Carl Stockamp, Congregational President 
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PHOTOS: 
Hannelore 
P zoomed 
from the 
church so-
cial hall & 
displayed 
some of the 
donated diapers.   
 

Dielda appeared to 
be zooming from 
outside our church 
but she was at 
home. 
 

Jeanne-K 
shows off a rat-
tle she made 
during the craft 
part of the baby 
shower. 
 

Karen B bor-
rowed a camera 
so we could see 
her! We gave a 
toast using our 
Happy Birthday 
Jesus cups. 
 
 

Linda had a  
cozy looking 
virtual back-
ground. 
 
 
Pat E shows us 
the sippie cup 
she made out of 
Wikki Stix. 
 
Fun times.  

I am in so much awe at what our church 
has been able to accomplish this year!   
Everyone has gone above and beyond to 
expand their horizons in the realm of 
Technology! 
 

We had our annual Christmas Party on 
December 17

th
.  I have enjoyed all the 

special parties that we have had at 
Christmas for Mary Martha.  Each year, I 
think, after the party — Wow this was 
great!  All the thought and unique ideas 
everybody is able to come up with, from 
the decorations, food, games, the effort 
that everyone takes to show up, and the 
wholesomeness of it all! 
 

BUT THIS YEAR! 
 

How far the technology has taken us, is 
just beyond me! 
For those of you that were unable to at-
tend – SO SORRY-!  We had 3 songs 
with video – Breath of Heaven, Christ-
mas Hallelujah, and You’re here!  STU-
PENDOUS.  You know it had to be, 
when KaLyla, my 18 month old & CeJae, 
my 7 year old great grandchildren, 
stopped watching TV in the living room to 
come, without me asking them to, and 
watch and sing!   
 

A lot of us were able show off our Baby 
Shower Gifts for Jesus!!   You wouldn’t 
believe some of the examples that were 
shown that were made from Wikki Stix. 
We recorded greetings and messages of 
love to Kathy Zable who was in the hos-
pital.  We closed the gathering with pray-
er and the song  “Mary, Did You Know?”. 
 

Prayerfully submitted,  
Carolyn Troseth, Secretary 

Do the Ladies of Bethlehem Know how to Party?? 



 

10 

WHAT’S YOUR BAPTISM STORY? 
By Dielda Kuhlmann 
 
Ruth Schroeder knows she was baptized 
as an infant and that she attended many 
different denominations of churches growing 
up.  Wherever she went to church, her mom  
always insisted that she go to the Sunday 
School classes. For that, she is eternally 
grateful as it gave her a better understand-
ing and knowledge of Jesus.  
 
After she married Fred, she made the deci-

sion to become a Lutheran.  While it wasn’t required, she asked the Pastor 
to baptize her again, as an adult.  So January 1, 1955 is the date that she 
considers her baptism date. Remembering how important Sunday School 
was to her childhood, Ruth taught Sunday School for many years. 
 

 
It is just coincidence 
that Bruce Feltmann 
and his twin grandchil-
dren were all baptized 
on the first day of Jan-
uary.  Bruce was be-
cause they did it in his 
Minnesota church at 2 
weeks old.  Jayda & 
Nathan, the twins,  
because the family 
could all be here. Jul-
ian, their half-brother 
was baptized the same 
day at Bethlehem by 
Pastor Baade.  January 
1st just happened to 
fall on a Sunday in both 1944 and 2006. It’s 
an amazing coincidence! 
 

Bruce has 2 baptism certificates.   One in English and one in German.  
The German one is shown above on the left. “im Namen des Dreieinigen 
Gottes getauft worden ist, wird hiermit bezeugt”  translates to “baptized 
in the names of the Triune God”. 
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HOW ARE OUR FINANCES?  As of  November 30, 2020  (92% of the year) 
 

Total Income     $137,735.52   (77% of budget)    
Total Expense  - 142,958.10  (80% of budget) 
Difference        - $   5,222.58 
 
Total Assets  $100,223.83   (We received $29,000 from the insurance company  
      to  repair the kitchen and downstairs from the flood  
      damage.) 
Total Equity   $   7,150.78    (money not in a designated or memorial fund) 
 
Our Payroll Protection loan was forgiven in December.  That income will be reflect-
ed in the end of the year report.  
 

—Kathy Logan, Treasurer 

Deontae Mitchell was baptized at Bethlehem by Pastor Baade on Janu-
ary 18 when he was 1 month old. 
 
LaRell Troseth-Singleton was baptized on January 9 when she was five 
months old by Pastor Erwin Gerken here at Bethlehem. 
 
Infant Sabine Muller nee Heisinger was baptized in the PfarrKirche St. 
Moritz in the town of Mittenwalde, Germany on January 11, 1942.  It is 
about 15 miles SE of Berlin. This Evangelische church was originally built 
in the 1400’s and has undergone many additions and renovations. It was 
renovated in 1956, after WWII.  The most recent restoration work was 
done in 1991.  A claim to fame for this church 
is that Reverend Paul Gerhardt, well-known 
hymnodist, served here from 1651 to 1657. 
 
   
 

PfarrKirche 
St Moritz 

 
Interior & 

exterior 



 

12 

Do you know the Words to this Carol? 
 

Good King Wenceslas 
Written in 1854 

 
But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for 
you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just."    Luke 14:13-14 
 
This story is about two men — a Bohemian Duke and an Anglican 
minister — who lived nearly a thousand years apart. 
 
Wenceslas was born in Bohemia (modern Czech Republic) about 
911. His father, the Czech ruler, Duke Ratislav, gave him a good 
education supervised by his godly grandmother. When his  father 
died, Wenceslas, seeing his mother mishandle affairs of state, 
stepped in at age 18, seizing the reins of government, with the title 
of Duke.  He sought good relations with surrounding nations, particularly with Germany. He 
took steps to reform the judicial system, reducing the number of death sentences and the arbi-
trary power of judges. He encouraged the building of churches and showed heartfelt concern 
for the poor. He reportedly cut firewood for orphans and widows, often carrying the provi-
sions on his own shoulders through the snow. 
 
Wenceslas' brief reign ended suddenly. His pagan and rebellious brother, Boleslav, murdered 
him on September 28, 935, as he left for church. He was about 24 years old. His people vener-
ated him as a martyr, and today Wenceslas is the patron saint of the Czech Republic. After his 
assassination, he was posthumously conferred as a king by Holy Roman Emperor Otto I.  
 
He would be hardly remembered, however, but for John Mason Neale, an Anglican minister 
with a passion for returning church architecture & music to their ancient grandeur. He helped 
establish a committee to investigate and restore dilapidated church buildings in Great Britain. 
He was particularly upset at the ugly stoves installed to heat churches in Victorian times. 
 
He also sought to return church music to its medieval roots. Neale worked hard to translate 
ancient Greek, Latin, and Syrian hymns into English. In so doing, he gave us the Christmas 
carols, "Good Christian Men Rejoice," (a fourteenth century text set to a fourteenth-century 
tune), and "0 Come, 0 Come Emmanuel," (a ninth-century text set to a fifteenth-century tune). 
He also translated the Palm Sunday hymn 'All Glory, Laud, and Honor." 
 
Good King Wenceslas is not a translation, but an original poem written by Neale to honor a 
godly monarch's concern for the poor. Neale himself worked with the needy, serving as war-
den of a charitable residence for indigent old men. 
 
John Neal suffered with a lung disease and died at the age of 48. His antiquated opinions were 
widely scorned in his own day, but we're still singing his songs. 

John Mason Neale 
1818—1866  



 

13 

Sources for Good King Wenceslas: Then Sings 
My Soul by Robert J Morgan, Wikimedia,  
Wikipedia,  and hymnary.org 
Submitted by Joel & Karen Jackman 

Good King Wenceslas looked out 
on the feast of Stephen, 

when the snow lay round about, 
deep and crisp and even. 

Brightly shone the moon that night, 
though the frost was cruel, 

when a poor man came in sight, 
gathering winter fuel. 

Hither, page, and stand by me. 
If thou know it telling: 

yonder peasant, who is he? 
Where and what his dwelling? 

Sire, he lives a good league hence, 
underneath the mountain, 

right against the forest fence 
by Saint Agnes fountain. 

Bring me flesh, and bring me wine. 
Bring me pine logs hither. 

Thou and I will see him dine 
when we bear the thither. 

Page and monarch, forth they went, 
forth they went together 

through the rude wind's wild lament 
and the bitter weather. 

 
Sire, the night is darker now, 
and the wind blows stronger. 

Fails my heart, I know not how. 
I can go no longer. 

Mark my footsteps my good page, 
tread thou in them boldly: 

Thou shalt find the winter's rage 
freeze thy blood less coldly. 

 
In his master's step he trod, 
where the snow lay dented. 

Heat was in the very sod 
which the saint had printed. 

Therefore, Christian men, be sure, 
wealth or rank possessing, 

ye who now will bless the poor 
shall yourselves find blessing. 

ISN’T THIS A GREAT QUOTE? 
 

Carolyn recently used her Thrivent 
Action card to get items for needy 
families in our area. She gave her 
completion report to Kasey at 
Thrivent. She gives the office a 
“Rave” for the way they conducted 
the interview.  At one point, Carolyn 
admits to getting a little weepy and 
emotional about the shopping trip. 
She shares that Kasey comforted her 
with, “Remember what Mr. Rogers 
said on his TV show: Don’t look at 
the fire—look at all the people who 
showed up to help.”  
 
Isn't that a great quote?  It’s good to 
know that we at Bethlehem showed 
up to help. 

WHAT’S FOR BREAKFAST? 
 

Thanks to Bethlehem members, the 
children of Vision House are eating a 
wholesome breakfast.  Ruth Ann 
Shimoi estimates that she’s deliv-
ered a few dozen individual boxes of 
cereal, several cases of water bot-
tles, bags of bagels, and unknown 
pounds of fresh fruit.  
 
We will continue to provide break-
fast items in 2021.  Please bring in 
your donations when the office  
reopens in January. 
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CONFIRMANDS meet 
after church every Sunday 
in Pastor’s office. 

Office hours are  
Monday through Thursday  

9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed 

     
   

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

3 FOOD BANK SUNDAY  

 
10 Worship Service via Zoom 

4   

 

Trustees Meeting 

Time TBD 

5 
 

6 pm Elder Meeting 

via Zoom 

6 EPIPHANY 
Office Closed 

  
 

10 Officer Installation 

10 Worship Service via Zoom 
 

11:45 Council meeting  via Zoom 

11 

 
 

 
 

12 
 

 

13      Office Closed

 

9:30 am Bible Class 

with Pastor Blair, Zoom

17 
10 Worship Service via Zoom 

 

11:45 VOTERS’ MEETING via Zoom 

 

18 
 

 

19 

 

20    Office Closed

 

9:30 am Bible Class 

with Pastor Blair, Zoom

24  
10 Worship Service via Zoom 

NEWSLETTER  DEADLINE 
 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

26 
 
 

27  Office Closed 
 

9:30 am Bible Class 

with Pastor Blair, Zoom

OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday,  Tuesday & Thursday 

9 a.m. to 12 noon 

Drop off Vision House 

breakfast food  & water 

AND Food Bank Items 

during office hours 

31 
10 Worship Service via Zoom 

This month’s Communion date will be determined 
at the Elders’ Meeting. You will be informed of 
the date. Thanks for your understanding. 
 
 
We will also let you know the date for the January 
matinee.  We’re doing something different this 
month!  Instead of showing a movie, we are 
showing our favorite movie trailer(s).  Maybe 
we’ll be inspired to watch some of them later.  Consider having a New Year’s 

Resolution  to attend Bible Class. 
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JANUARY 2021 

 

Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      
 

 
 

1   Happy  

   New Year 

2 
 

 

EPIPHANY 
Office Closed 

7  
 

 
 

7 pm  New  Purpose 

 

8    James Hing’s 
15th Anniversary at 
Bethlehem 

9 
 Men’s Breakfast at Plum  

 Delicious will resume when 

 church reopens. 

Office Closed 

9:30 am Bible Class 

with Pastor Blair, Zoom 

 14  

 

7 pm  New  Purpose 

 

15 

 

 

16  

 

Office Closed 

9:30 am Bible Class 

with Pastor Blair, Zoom 

 21  

 

3 pm Mary Martha proba-

bly via Zoom 

7 pm  New  Purpose 
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23 

 
 

Office Closed 

9:30 am Bible Class 

with Pastor Blair, Zoom 

28 
7 pm  New  Purpose 

DEADLINE FOR BABY 

SHOWER ITEMS-DELIVER 

TO CHURCH OFFICE 

29 30 
 

 

Pastor Blair email:  Pastor@BethlehemLutheranRenton.org 
      cell phone:   206-291-4237 

 

BETHLEHEM  LUTHERAN  CHURCH        
 

1024 Monroe Ave N.E., Renton, WA  98056          

blessings@BethlehemLutheranRenton.org    425-255-9772     
www.BethlehemLutheranRenton.org 
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Let’s  
 

 

HAVE YOU PARTICIPATED IN OUR ZUNDAY ZERVICES? 
By Dielda Kuhlmann 
 
Zoom tips 
 Camera. Remember if you use a device with the camera turned on, we 

can see you.  You do have the option of turning your video off. 
 
 Speaker View vs. Galley View.  During the sermon, to help you focus in 

on the message, it’s recommended that you switch to Speaker View. 
Then you can have a front row seat and aren’t distracted if someone is 
petting their dog, finishing breakfast, or scratching their nose. 

 
 Grace. Be forgiving of those technical goofs. If someone forgets they 

are on mute, let them know kindly.  If there is a technical glitch and a 
song has to be restarted, be gracious. If a dog barks while a person is 
speaking, be thankful that the speaker is taking care of God’s crea-
tures. We aren’t going to eliminate all the little annoyances and errors; 
it’s our task to change our perspective and remember how blessed we 
are to have this technology gift to hear God’s Word. 

 
 
On Thanksgiving, 
we had 52 people  
attend our Zervice.  
That’s 21 more than 
Thanksgiving last 
year! 
 
 
The First Sunday of Advent, November 29, 
was a good day to worship at Bethlehem.  We 
got to see the first Advent candle, the Prophe-
sy Candle, lit in the Bethlehem sanctuary.  
The sermon was titled “Always Preparing”, 
based on Mark 13:24-37. While it’s impossible 
for us to be perfectly prepared, we are called 
to be a witness that draws others to the word 

of Christ.  James prepared a special Thankful presentation featuring Garth 
Brooks singing “What I’m Thankful for”, listing some of the things at-
tendees had mentioned last week during our Gobble Gabfest, and display-
ing photos of all our members. Sharon Buechler was the winner of the 
Christmas quilt raffle; her name was drawn using a computer program! 
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Continued on next page 

Wednesday December 2 was our first Zoup Zupper which was attended 
by 27 people.  For the Advent Zervice, we had 41 people on Zoom.  

 
Pete & Hannelore 
Maas lit their Advent 
candle. 
 

James Hing has a 
Christmas-themed 

virtual background. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
On the Second Sunday of Advent, December 6, we tied our attendance 
record with 78 people at our Zervice.  Sixteen of those people dialed in on 
their phones. We were surprised to hear choir members singing some of 
the candle lighting song.  
 

 
 
 

 

Curtis Holcomb worshipped 
from the social hall, testing out 
the new AV equipment.  

Sharon Buechler picked up 
her raffle winning this week 
and thanked Jeanne-K for 
the beautiful quilt! 

Pastor Blair’s virtual back-
ground shows 2 lit candles. 

Carl & Joni Stockamp sat 
outdoors in Leavenworth with 
a fire going during the 
zervice. 

Pat Eskam was the  
elder for Sunday. 
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Zoom Services continued from previous page 

We had our 2nd Zoup Zupper and Ad-
vent Wednesday Zervice on December 
9.  It was a fun social time with lots of 
different topics covered. This was the 
Wednesday with some audio difficulties, 
where we remembered not to worry 
about the small stuff.  Several prayer 
requests for family members with 
COVID-19, upcoming surgeries, injuries 
from a fall, and a granddaughter who 
had run away.  
 

Part of the prayer tonight was: Tender 
Father, for family members who are having failing health, financial stress, 
emotional stress or mental illness, marital meltdown or relational discon-
nect, pour forth your life-giving Spirit.  Where there is weariness, bring 
your presence; where there is hopelessness, bring encouragement; 
where there is despair, be a mighty and merciful God.  We believe that 
you will turn the hearts of children to their parents.  To make ready a 
people prepared.  We pray in the matchless and merciful name of Jesus.  
Amen. 
 
 
Something new and wonderful happened on Sunday December 13!  
Curtis Holcomb sang the closing hymn and James Hing played on our 
Bethlehem organ.  It was emotional and nostalgic; we were instantly 
transported back to church, sitting in our pew, listening to a familiar voice 
sing a song we all know, “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”.  
 
 
 
Our third & final Zoup Zupper & Wednesday Zervice was December 16. 
Pastor Blair was unable to attend as he tested positive for the coronavirus 
and was under the weather. Also positive were Kathy Zable, Pete & Han-
nelore Maas, and many of our friends and family. Ruth Ann Shimoi asked 
Bible trivia questions during the Zoup Zocial time.    

 
Elder Art Wolf read 
the sermon tonight. 
 
Dick Taylor served 
as our elder. 
 

Gary & Joanne Jordanger’s camera was 
pointed to a winter miniature scene that 
Gary built. 
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We donned our ugly Christmas sweaters and Santa hats and had our 
cameras aimed at our Christmas trees for the December 20 zervice, the 
Sunday before Christmas! Pastor Blair was still ill with COVID-19 symp-
toms so Art Wolf substituted for him.  Joel Jackman served as elder. The 
sermon was “How Far Is It to Bethlehem?  Thousands of Miles or Inside 
You?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Christmas Eve Zervice was at 7 pm and all 5 of 
our Advent candles were lit tonight. Joel Jackman 
substituted for Pastor Blair and Ron Muller served as 
elder.  The powerful message was “Whoever Takes 
the Son Gets it All”.  Joyce Baade read the poem 
“Amazing Peace: A Christmas Poem” written by Dr 
Maya Angelou.  We lit our candles at home and sang 
Silent Night.  The first verse was sung in German.  
 
 
Our Christmas morning attendance was double 
what it was last year! The music before the start of 
the service was “Away in the Manger” played on sax-
ophone by Kenny G.  Ron Muller substituted for Pas-
tor Blair and Tracy Brown served as elder.  This was 
the sermon we learned the verb ‘plutoed’. The word 
was coined the year Pluto was downsized from a 
planet to an asteroid. It means demoted, rejected, 
dismissed, cut from the team. We all know how it feels to be plutoed.  
Only Jesus can deliver life to people who have been plutoed. God restores 
you.  God loves you. 

That moment when 18-month 
old KaLylya and 7-year old 
CeJae realized that was their 
mom on the screen and 
CeJae was the baby in the 
manger!! 

Christmas pageant from 2013. LaRell por-
trayed Mary and baby CeJae was Jesus. 
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HOW LONG HAS JAMES HING BEEN WITH US? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We have been blessed to have James as our  
organist and choir director for 15 years! 
 

He’s been with us on Sunday mornings, Wednes-
day evenings, and special church holidays play-
ing the organ and piano, and leading the choir in 
some wonderful performances of traditional and 
contemporary hymns.  
 

This past year he transformed into our Zoom Master presenting us with 
inspirational renditions of our hymns from choirs and musicians all around 
the world.  He recently surprised us by playing a song on our church or-
gan.  James is responsible for the beautiful slide show pictures that we 
see at each Zervice (Zoom Service).  
 

We won’t be able to share a cake with him on this anniversary but wanted 
him to know we appreciate his talents and hard work! Thank you, James, 
for being part of Bethlehem. 

Did you 
know our 
bulletin 
board elves 
are deco-
rating our 
window? 
 

Merry 
Christmas  
 

Photo by 
Joel  
Jackman 

James on his first Sunday 
with us, January 8, 2006 

What James looks like today 
on our Zoom screen! 
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“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of 
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit 
we were all baptized into one body–Jews or Greeks, slaves or free–and all 
were made to drink of one Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:12–13). 

When was the last time you thought about your little toe? The only time you ever think 
of your little toe is when you stub it on the coffee table leg in the middle of the night. 
Or how about your appendix? When what the last time you gave it a thought? If you 
have ever thought about it, it was probably when it was inflamed, and you were about 
to have surgery to remove it.  

There are many parts of the body that don’t seem very important. But God has fearful-
ly and wonderfully made the machine that is the human body. It is inter-related and 
interconnected in such a way that continues to baffle those who study it. What is most 
remarkable is that there are no parts of the body that are useless. Just because we 
don’t always appreciate and understand how parts work or why they are even there, 
doesn’t mean that they are not important. There was once a woman who lost both her 
little toes to amputation and had to spend four weeks in rehab learning to walk without 
them. Think they aren’t important? She knew it!  

You are part of the body of Christ. You have a divinely created place in the body that 
is your congregation. When you don’t think you are important, or you feel that you 
don’t have a place, know that you are missed terribly, and the body is not complete 
without you! When you don’t use the simple gifts which the Lord has given you, the 
body is diminished. It is weakened. It can’t fully do what it has been given to do! You 
have a place and a part to play. Consider it. Pray that the Lord would lead you to em-
brace and carry out this role. Let the Holy Spirit use you in His ways for His work!  

We pray, Lord Jesus, the body of 
which You are the head is an amaz-
ing creation. You have grafted us 
into this body by Baptism. Lead us 
to see, embrace and relish in using 
the gifts we have been given simply 
and completely for the sake of the 
kingdom! Amen.  

Simple Gifts: A series of devotions on 
stewardship     Lcms.org/stewardship  
submitted by Karen Begalka 

Have you considered the Body of Christ as a Gift? 
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WHAT MAKES A GOOD MOVIE? 
By Dielda Kuhlmann 

 
Way back on Thanksgiving weekend, we Zoomed the Bing Crosby/
Fred Astaire  movie Holiday Inn. Many of us had never seen it be-
fore.  It was wonderful and wholesome.  We commented that this 
was the kind of movie we grew up watching.   
 

On December 27, we are watching Polar Express, which features Tom Hanks in mul-
tiple roles.  It’s not live-action and it’s not animated.  It’s a blend called ‘performance 
capture’.  
 
January’s movie is not an entire movie. We are going to watch 90 minutes or so of 
our favorite movie trailers. Who knows, we may find our next matinee movie amongst 
them! 

Eshinee Veith, LBT missionary, adds her own Questioning Clickbait Headline. 
 

Looking to add more fruit to your diet? 
Not from THIS tree…. 



 

23 Continued on next page 

How Can I Connect With My Baptism Daily? 
 

From a January 2015 Lutheran Hour Interview:  
 
ANNOUNCER: How does one's baptism connect with every-
day life? That will be our question today for Pastor Gregory 
Seltz. I'm Mark Eischer. Pastor, how can our listener connect 
with their baptism on a daily basis? And why is that a good 
thing?" 
 

SELTZ: Wow, Mark, it sounds like our listener has been reading Martin Luther! In 
fact, he encouraged every Christian to get up each morning, make the sign of the 
cross, and then remember the gift of new life that we received in baptism. 
 

ANNOUNCER: So baptism is not just an event that took place somewhere in our 
past. 
 

SELTZ: No way, while it is meant to be a one-time event from Christ through His 
Church to you; the impact of baptism lasts a lifetime. Let me make sure our listeners 
understand the blessing of baptism, being washed in the Name of God with water, 
before we talk about remembering it each day. Jesus gave the gift of Baptism as a 
conduit of His grace and as a tangible connection point with Him in our lives of faith. 
 

ANNOUNCER: We call this a "means of grace." 
 

SELTZ: Yes, a gift that Christ chooses to convey His cross-earned grace to you per-
sonally. Like Peter says in 1 Peter 3, "baptism saves us (vs.21)." In other words, 
the benefits of Christ's resurrection are put into our lives when we are baptized. We 
receive the forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal life. That's what Peter declared 
to the crowds in Acts 2:38. Baptism would bring the gift of forgiveness and the Holy 
Spirit to the people. Baptism is a tool or a means by which God chooses to make His 
salvation personal to us. 
 

ANNOUNCER: You also said that it is a tangible connection point in our life of faith. 
Could you explain that? 
 

SELTZ: Definitely. Baptism serves as a real, physical, and outward connection point 
with God. God doesn't just come to us simply with ideas; He comes to us with tangi-
ble blessings. Baptism is one of those. 
 

ANNOUNCER: Right. You can feel and hear the water. 
 

SELTZ: You can hear and see the promise of God connected to it. The act of baptism 
is one we can recall and rejoice in. If you ever doubt God's presence or grace in your 
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Baptism—Continued from previous page 

life, you can say, "Wait a minute, I've been baptized! I am a precious child of God." 
Your new life in Christ is not simply an idea. It is an action that God took for you, wit-
nessed by others and celebrated by His people. 
 

ANNOUNCER: And how can our listener connect with that precious gift every day? 
 

SELTZ: A good start is by taking Martin Luther's advice. Every morning and evening, 
a person can make the sign of the cross, the same sign placed over you in your bap-
tism, and remember that God made you His own, forgave your sins, gave you the gift 
of His Holy Spirit in Baptism. In fact, every time water washes you throughout the 
day, you are reminded of how the Name of God was washed into your life for your 
forgiveness and salvation. 
 

ANNOUNCER: But, it's not the water alone, it's God's Word connected to that water 
that gives baptism the power to forgive and save. 
 

SELTZ: That's right, but God chose the water, too, to deliver His Name to you in a 
unique, personal way. So, yes, remember your baptism, remember the power of 
God's Name, and remember the verses that tell you of this blessing.....like Romans 
chapter six, where it says, "Do you not know that all of us who have been bap-
tized into Christ were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with 
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we might too walk in newness of life" (Romans 
6:3-4 ESV). 
 

ANNOUNCER: Certainly, those are encouraging words to start the day. What other 
verses might you recall? 
 

SELTZ: I like the simplicity and confidence of Mark 16:16 when Jesus said: 
"Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved." 
 

ANNOUNCER: And how about Galatians 3:27: "For as many of you as were  
baptized into Christ have put on Christ." 
 

SELTZ: Another great one. In fact, all these verses make the gift of baptism come 
alive each day. They allow you to start and end the day with confidence in your Sav-
ior Jesus and with certainty about God's faithful work in your life. 
 

SELTZ: …. Absolutely, and for those who are baptized listeners, I would encourage 
them to remember who you are. You are not meaningless specks in a chaotic uni-
verse; you're not fending for yourselves out there. You are the precious, baptized 
people of God, redeemed, and restored, and empowered for life in Him. 
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Does anyone know how long it takes  
to get a building repaired after water damage? 

 
 

Well, neither do I!!  
 
The trustees are working with a contractor to rebuild the kitchen and  
social hall. It's a slow process that entails getting pricing bids and working 
with insurance adjusters to make sure we are given the funds needed to 
bring our building back to before the water caused all havoc. 
 
On a more pleasant note, we have had some members come forward to 
use their talents to do the work in the basement.  
 
Trustees, Curtis Holcomb 

What’s Red & Green & Beautiful? 
 
When Sharon Buechler walked in to the 
building Monday morning, she had no 
idea that she had won the raffle quilt the 
day before. She was delighted, exclaiming 
that she has never won anything before!  
It made her day. 
 
Thanks to everyone who participated in 
the raffle. We raised $1,023 for Mary-
Martha to send to various organizations to 
help people in need, and to help them 
learn about Jesus.  

When it’s 8 pm in Renton, Where in the world is it Midnight? 
 

The answer is, in the Bermuda Triangle!  It seemed a fitting send off for 
2020. We will have a New Year’s Eve Game Night via Zoom beginning at 6 
pm on December 31.  We will celebrate ’midnight’ at 8 pm. Members will 
be given the Meeting ID.  Non-members who want to join, please contact 
the office. You’ll have to provide your own food and drink this year but we 
plan on having different rooms set up for different games. It will be casual 
and informal. 

Sharon & Jim Buechler display the quilt! 
Photo by Marjie Boydston. 
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Our  Mission Statement 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, empowered by the Holy Spirit,  
will encourage and inspire our brothers and sisters by prayer and service.   
 

By the grace of God, 
we will reach out with God’s Word and show love and fellowship to all. 

CAN WE HAVE AN OFFICER INSTALLATION VIA ZOOM? 
Oh, yes, we can! 

 
Details are being worked out but on Sunday, January 10, we will install 
our 2021 officers.  We are blessed to have the following people in leader-
ship roles this year: 
 
Karen Begalka —Board of Stewardship 
Curtis Boydston —Trustee 
Tracy Brown —Trustee 
Jim Buechler —Trustee 
Sharon Buechler —Secretary, Board of Education 
Pat Eskam  —Elder 
Marcy Hall  —Board of Missions 
Curtis Holcomb —Trustee 
LuAnne Humphrey—Board of Missions 
Joel Jackman —Elder 
Gary Jordanger —Vice President 
Joanne Jordanger—Board of Education, Board of Missions 
Kathy Logan —Treasurer 
Karen Marsyla —Board of Education 
Ron Muller  —Elder 
Hannelore Payne —Board of Missions, Board of Stewardship 
Debbie Porter —Board of Education 
Carl Stockamp —President 
Dick Taylor  —Elder 
Ellen Taylor  —Board of Missions 
Carolyn Troseth —Board of Stewardship 
Amber Wolf  —Board of Missions 
Art Wolf  —Elder 
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 SUBMIT A PHOTO OF YOUR  SPECIAL CHRISTMAS DECORATION 
OR TREE. Email dielda@comcast.net or text a picture to 206-972-9107 
and she will post it on our church website! This collection replaces the 
garden pictures we posted this summer. 

 
 PRAY for an effective, safe vaccine to be available to everyone soon! 
 
 BRING IN BREAKFAST ITEMS, FRESH FRUIT, BAGELS, & WATER 

BOTTLES for Vision House. Questions? Talk to Ruth Ann or Marjie. 
 
 DONATE TO THE FOOD BANK. Drop off your items at church.  Bruce 

has been making regular delivers to the food bank. 
 
 Ladies, RETURN BABY SHOWER GIFTS any time before January 31.  

Mary Martha will distribute them to local charities. 
 
 FRIENDLY VISITORS  please contact Teresa Feltmann for your 2021 

greeting cards.  We are making them on our own this year!  If some-
one reading this wants to join the team, just talk to Dielda.  We can 
use card senders and prayer warriors.  

 
 SHARE YOUR BAPTISM STORY. Send it to Dielda to be published in 

a future newsletter. 
 
 USE SMILE.AMAZON.COM if you’re ordering through Amazon. Set it 

up one time so Bethlehem receives a donation every time you make an 
online purchase! 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

HAVE YOU APPLIED FOR A THRIVENT ACTION CARD? 
 

We are thankful for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans  for providing Pastor David Blair 
with a $250 Action Card to purchase diapers for families in need here in the Renton 
area. That’s a lot of diapers! If you need help applying, Ruth Ann is our resident ex-
pert. 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
1024 Monroe Ave N.E. 
Renton, WA  98056 

January 2021 

Why go to Church? 
 

If you're spiritually alive, you're going to love this! 
If you're spiritually dead, you won't want to read it. 
If you're spiritually curious, there is still hope! 
A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained 
that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday. 
 

He wrote, "I've gone for 30 years now, and in that time I have heard 
something like 3,000 sermons, but for the life of me, I can't remember a 
single one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time, the preachers and 
priests are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all." 
 

This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor" column. 
 

Much to the delight of the editor, it went on for weeks until someone 
wrote this clincher: 
 

"I've been married for 30 years now.  In that time my wife has cooked 
some 32,000 meals.  But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire 
menu for a single one of those meals. 
 

But I do know this:  They all nourished me and gave me the strength I 
needed to do my work.  If my wife had not given me these meals, I 
would be physically dead today. 
 

Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritu-
ally dead today!" 
 

Thank God for our physical and our spiritual nourishment! 
 

Submitted by Ellen Taylor 


